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Introduction to the Arabic K-12 National Survey



 

What is the goal?


 

What is the history of the survey?


 

How do we identify schools?


 

What comprises the survey?


 

How many suspected schools are there?


 

How many schools completed the survey?

NCLRC Arabic K-12 Survey, ACTFL 2009

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The purpose of this survey is to collect and maintain data on all U.S. K-12 schools which give credit for Arabic language study.

2) This survey has been an ongoing project at the NCLRC since 2006. That year, we identified and attempted to survey 84 schools. Each year we have added scores of new schools and attempted to survey as many of them as possible.

3) There are five primary ways that we learn of new schools: key contacts in different regions of the U.S., compiling other lists of Arabic schools, our e-mail listserv, recent news articles, and by word of mouth while conducting the survey.

4) The survey itself consists of 38 closed and open ended questions divided into five sections: Contact Data, School Data, Program Data, Student Data, and Teacher Data. It is conducted most commonly by phone and can take as little as 10 minutes although it often takes longer as teachers are interested in learning of useful resources. Depending on the survey respondent, we may not necessarily have answers to every question asked in the survey. As a result, the data for each question in this survey must be calculated individually, represented by the “n-totals” typically on the left side of each graph.

5) 2009 has been the most comprehensive survey year in recent memory. We identified 430 existing and newly discovered schools suspected of having Arabic programs and we contacted each one. We found that 313 of these schools are actively offering for-credit Arabic programs, 66 schools were found not to offer Arabic for credit, and 51 schools were completely unreachable.

6) Of these 313 active schools, we completed at least some portion of the survey with 176.
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School Type as Percent of Total, 2006/2009
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
“School Types as Percent of Total” illustrates the type of schools represented in the survey, followed by the number of schools of that type, followed by the percent of the whole. In this slide our findings from 2006 on the left are compared with this year’s findings on the right. In following charts, schools are typically compared by with Public and Public Charter grouped together and Private and Private Charter grouped together. Keep in mind that most Public schools are high schools, most Private schools are Islamic schools, and most Charter schools are elementary/middle schools.



NCLRC Arabic K-12 Survey, ACTFL 2009

States with Arabic Programs in 2009

Presenter
Presentation Notes
“States with Arabic Programs in 2009” shows all states with Arabic programs in green with greatest numbers of programs (at least 18) in dark green states. After receiving a FLAP grant, Montana will start a number of Arabic programs in public schools next year.
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States with Arabic Programs in 2006

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In comparison with 2009, “States with Arabic Programs in 2006” shows the states with Arabic programs when we first began the survey in 2006 with dark green having the most programs (7 or more).
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Top 14 States with Arabic Programs
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Top 14 States with Arabic Programs” shows the totals of Private and Public schools combined to give us the top 14 states with the greatest number of Arabic programs.
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Number of Students Studying Arabic, 2007/2009
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Number of Students Studying Arabic” shows our recorded number of students studying Arabic in the schools we surveyed in both 2007 and 2009. However, since this number only represents a portion of the entire body of Arabic programs, I have used a simple formula to give us a projected total of students studying Arabic in the U.S. This is done by creating per-school student averages multiplied by the total number of schools.
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Average Program Age in Years
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Average Program Age in Years” shows the average age of Arabic programs in Private and Public schools. Keep in mind that given these estimates, there are many Arabic programs which existed before the 2009 survey year, but at the time, we had no way of knowing about them. This means that 1) we’re getting better at finding programs and 2) private school shave been much more willing to share information.
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Arabic Students by Grade Level
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Arabic Students by Grade Level” shows the number of students studying in each grade, divided by Private, Public, and Public Charter schools. Keep in mind that many schools offer Arabic by level rather than grade, especially in High School, so these figures might be loose for some school types. Regarding private schools, because so many of them are Islamic, we see student numbers trail off as they progress into high school. In both cases the critical issue is the need for a pipeline for Arabic students to transition into college.
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Average Students per Class
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Average Students per Class” shows the average students in Private and Public Arabic classes.
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Average Hours Taught per Week
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Average Hours Taught per Week” shows the average hours of classroom time in Private and Public schools. Note that while the bars are quite separate, the actual averages are almost the same.
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Average Class Duration in Minutes
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Average Class Duration in Minutes” compares the average duration of Private and Public school Arabic classes in minutes. Keep in mind though that this estimate is especially challenging for public schools which increasingly schedule block classes for Arabic.
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Average Years of Study Available to Students

8.38

2.83

8.83

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Private(c)              Public           Pub. Charter

Y
e
a
rs

, 
n
P
R
(c

)=
7
7
, 
n
P
U
=
2
3
, 
n
P
U
c=

6

Private
Public
Pub. Charter

Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Average Years of Study Available to Students” shows an average of the total number of years available for students to take in Private, Public, and Public Charter schools.
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Average Years Students Study Arabic
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Average Years Students Study Arabic” is an average of the reported number of years that students actually study Arabic in Private, Public, and Public Charter schools.
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Type of Arabic Program
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Type of Arabic Program” shows the different types of Arabic language programs in Private and Public schools. In case you’re interested, the 3 public schools identifying as “immersion” are Annandale HS and Glasgow MS in VA, and Kalona Elementary School in IA. The 5 bilingual public schools identifying as “bilingual” are Glasgow MS, VA, Iris Becker ES, MI, Charlestown HS and Summer Academy, MA, and Jeb Stuart High School, VA.
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Level of Arabic Taught, 2007/2009
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Level of Arabic Taught” compares the level of Arabic taught from beginner to advanced in Private and Public schools. 2007 survey data is shown on the left, with 2009 data on the right. Note that the ratio is almost the same as it was when we first started the survey, however, the numbers have increased significantly.
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Types of Arabic Taught
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Types of Arabic Taught” shows the different types of Arabic taught in Private and Public schools. The significant issue to note in this graph is that essentially all private schools that stated “Quranic” also stated “MSA”.
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Dialects of Arabic Taught
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Dialects of Arabic Taught” shows the specific dialects reported by teachers who use them in the classroom. Note that this is an open ended question resulting in “Syrian” and “Palestinian” responses in addition to Levantine.
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Percentage of Students with Eng. as Native Lang.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Percentage of Students with English as Native Language” shows the percentage of Arabic students who speak English as a native language in Private and Public schools. You will notice that they are basically the same between the two school types. Also note that this is the only question which asks respondents to estimate based on percentage.
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Home Languages Spoken by Students
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Home Languages Spoken by Students” shows the combined Private/Public school number of times each language was reported spoken as a home language by Arabic students. Because this is an open ended question to teachers, each number represents one instance of a respondent mentioning that that language was spoken by their students at home.
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Average Number of Arabic Teachers
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Average Number of Arabic Teachers” shows the teacher average in Private and Public Arabic programs.
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Prof. Dev. to Arabic Teachers 2007/2009
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Professional Development to Teachers” shows whether schools do, sometimes do, or don’t provide professional development opportunities to Arabic teachers in Private and Public schools. The results from 2007 are on the left, with results from 2009 on the right.
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Teachers Certified to Teach in U.S.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Teachers Certified to Teach in the U.S.” shows schools which have, have some, or don’t have teachers certified to teach in their district or state. Survey results for 2007 are shown on the left while 2009 results are shown on the right. Note that this is a very tricky question for teachers especially for Private school teachers who do not want to seem unprofessional.
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Schools Providing Curriculum to Teachers
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Schools Providing Curriculum to Teachers” shows Private and Public schools which do, don’t, or are working on providing curriculum to Arabic programs. Survey results from 2007 are shown on the left, while 2009 is on the right. This is also a tricky question for private schools since many don’t know what “curriculum” means and sometimes must be explained about the difference between “curriculum” and “textbook” before they answer the question.
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Curriculum Used by Schools
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Curriculum Used by Schools” shows the different types of Arabic curricula used by Private and Public Arabic programs.



NCLRC Arabic K-12 Survey, ACTFL 2009

Top Four Textbooks Used by Schools

23

21

7

12

3

2

14

0
0

5

10

15

20

25

Iqra' Uhibbu al-Arabiyya Al-Kitaab Al-Afaq

Textbook Name

S
ch

o
o
ls

, 
n
P

R
(c

)=
8
7
, 

n
P

U
(c

)=
4

3

Private
Public

Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Top Four Textbooks Used by Schools” shows the top four Arabic language textbooks used by Private and Public Arabic programs.
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Supplemental Materials

•146 respondents discussed supplementary materials used in the Arabic 
classroom.

•When asked if there is a need for more supplementary materials for the 
Arabic classroom, 126 respondents stated “yes”.

•The range of responses to supplementary materials used yielded 33 
unique answers such as: body language, guest speakers, or muppet 
shows”

•The top three supplementary materials used by teachers are: “teacher 
developed”, CDs, and online resources.
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Schools Aware of ACTFL Standards
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Schools Aware of ACTFL Standards” shows the number of Private and Public school respondents aware of the ACTFL Standards for Language Learning.
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Schools Aware of STARTALK
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Schools Aware of STARTALK” shows the number of Private and Public school respondents aware of the STARTALK program for funding LCTL programs. Asking schools about this program is important because not only does it illustrate their knowledge of the program, but also allows us to talk about opportunities available to them and their students.
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Overview of Schools’ Needs

•More supplementary materials made available

•Teacher-oriented technology training and online professional 
development

•K-12 oriented Arabic textbooks

•Learning how to design and implement a curriculum

•Most importantly, teachers and administrators have little to no money to 
meet these needs and request that they be provided as affordably as 
possible.



Michael Greer, Arabic K-12 Coordinator
National Capital Language Resource Center
www.arabick12.org | arabick12@gmail.com
(202) 973-1147

Questions?

NCLRC Arabic K-12 Survey, ACTFL 2009

http://www.arabick12.org/
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